
A Roman Catholic Community in Greenwich, Connecticut 
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 MASS SCHEDULE  
Sunday: 7:00, 9:00, 10:30 AM, 12:15 and 5:15 PM 

Saturday Vigils: 4:00, 5:15, and 7:30 PM (Spanish Mass) 

Daily: Monday - Friday: 7:00, 8:00 AM, and 12:05 PM 

Saturday: 8:00 AM 

 

 SACRAMENT  OF RECONCILIATION  SACRAMENT  OF BAPTISM / SACRAMENT  OF MARRIAGE  

 Saturday, 2:45 to 3:45 PM in Chapel SACRAMENT  OF THE  SICK  Please contact one of the Priests 

 Anytime by appointment with To schedule, please 9 months before proposed 

 one of the Priests. call one of the Priests Wedding date to arrange for 

   marriage preparation. 

PARISH  CLERGY  AND STAFF  
Reverend Monsignor Frank C. Wissel, D. Min., Pastor Deacon Paul E. Tupper 

Reverend Richard J. Gemza, Parochial Vicar Deacon Bruce Roby 

Reverend Rolando Torres, Parochial Vicar  

Reverend Jean Marie DeGraff, C.S.J., Parochial Vicar Javier E. Ortiz, Parish Center Coordinator 

Charlene Prisinzano, Director of Religious Education Marjorie McGovern, Director of Music/Cantor 

Margaret Koellmer, Census and Religious Education Rick Tripodi, Organist/ChoirMaster 

Elva Giuliani, Business Office Jennifer Jenkins, Director of Youth Choir 

Cathy Lavaty, Trustee Anthony Sessa, Trustee  

 
Saint Mary Church is handicapped accessible.  Parking for the disabled is located in front of the Parish 

Center.  Should assistance be required, please let us know and we will have one of the ushers assist you. 

 

NOVEMBER  30, 2008 Å FIRST SUNDAY  OF ADVENT  

SAINT MARY PARISH 



NOVEMBER  30, 2008 

M ASS  I NTENTIONS  WEEK  A T  A G LANCE  

DECEMBER 1 - DECEMBER 7, 2008 
MONDAY DECEMBER 1 

Moms-n-Munchkins 10:00-11:30AM Hitchcock Room 

Adoration of Blessed Sacrament 11:00-12:00PM Church 

Pastoral Course: Dynamics of the Mass 8:00-9:00PM Library 

TUESDAY DECEMBER 2 

Walking With Purpose 9:30-11:15AM Library 

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 3 

St. Mary Guild 7:00 Hitchcock Room 

THURSDAY DECEMBER 4 

Bible Study 9:30-11:30AM Library 

Youth Choir 5:00-6:30PM Room D 

Adult Choir 7:30-9:15PM Room D 

FRIDAY DECEMBER 5 

 

SATURDAY  DECEMBER 6 

Confession 2:45-3:45PM Chapel 

Handcrafting Justice             following all Masses outside Hitchcock 

SUNDAY DECEMBER 7 

Sunday Munchkins after 9:00AM Mass Hitchcock Room 

Coffee Social                         after 10:30AM Mass Hitchcock Room 

St. Mary Guild Bake Sale 7:30-1:00PM Room A 

Handcrafting Justice             following all Masses outside Hitchcock 

MONDAY  Is 2:1-5, Mt 8:5-11 

 7:00 Michael OôConnor 

 8:00 Angelina Rella Carlucci 

 12:05 Jenny Accurso 

TUESDAY  Is 11:1-10, Lk 10:21-24 

 7:00 Deborah Titta 

 8:00 Sally OôBrien 

 12:05 Joe and Jenny Accurso 

WEDNESDAY Is 25:6-10a, Mt 15:29-37 

 7:00 Michael J. Kennedy Family 

 8:00 Anne Kenny 

 12:05 Andrea McGuire 

THURSDAY Is 26:1-6, Mt 7:21, 24-27 

 7:00 Souls in Purgatory 

 8:00 Kenneth Higgins 

 12:05 Helen Enright 

FRIDAY  Is 29:17-24, Mt 9:27-31 

 7:00 Irene Dunn 

 8:00 Frank Berizzi 

 12:05 Special Intention 

SATURDAY Is 30:19-21, 23-26, Mt 9:35-10:1, 5a, 6-8 

 8:00 Sally OôBrien 

 4:00 Frances Russell 

 5:15 Steven Starkey Bawol 

 7:30 Efigenia Almanzar 

SUNDAY  Is 40:1-5, 9-11, Mk 1:1-8 

 7:00 Tex Placido 

 9:00 Robert Vidone 

 10:30 Antonio Martello 

 12:15 Enza and Joseph Gemza, Sr. 

 5:15 For the Parishioners 

COFFEE SOCIAL  

 As part of the Pastoral Plan for Evangelization, the choir 
will be sponsoring a coffee and donuts social after the 
10:30am Mass on the first Sunday of every month. All are 
invited to attend. 

Please come over to the Hitchcock room after Mass on 
Sunday, December 7

th
, for refreshments and fellowship! 

ST. MARY GUILD 

Homemade Bake Sale, Sunday, 
December 7, after all the Masses, 
at the parish center.  

The Guild utilizes the proceeds to support community 
groups. 

 

Homebound parishioners, unable to 
get to Mass, are invited to request a 
Eucharistic Minister bring them 
communion Sunday 10:00AM to NOON. 
Call Fr. Gemza at 869.9393 or Vic 
Coudert at 869.6437. 

A SPECIAL  THANKS  TO... 

Everyone who donated so generously 
to our Thanksgiving Food Drive.   

Also, thanks to the many people who 
helped sort and pack the food baskets. 

 A special thanks to the St. Mary Guild 
for their donation of the turkeys. 

 

Msgr. Wissel is desperately looking 
for a used car for a family for work 
and school. It does not have to be 
in perfect condition, but it has to be 

driven from Greenwich to Bridgeport. All Mechanical work 
will be done there. A tax letter will be easily provided. 

Thank you. 



R ELIGIOUS  EDUCATION  

FIRST SUNDAY  OF ADVENT  

Children learn what they live.  

Bring your children to Mass every Sunday. 

Please take note of Religious Education email: 

saintmre@verizon.net 

NOVEMBER 30 SUNDAY 

Thanksgiving Weekend NO CLASS 

DECEMBER 1 MONDAY 

Level 1 4:15-5:15PM 

Level 3 & 4 5:25-6:25PM  

RCIA 8:00PM ROOM B 

DECEMBER 2 TUESDAY 

First Eucharist Class 4:15-5:15PM  

Level 5 & 6 5:25-6:25PM  

Level 7 & 8 6:30-7:30PM 

DECEMBER 7 SUNDAY 

Kindergarten attend 9:00AM Mass Class begins after the homily 

DECEMBER 8 MONDAY 

All Religious Ed classes: Levels 1, First Eucharist, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 

Confirmation Class, attend 5:30PM Mass for Immaculate Conception 

DECEMBER 9 TUESDAY 

First Eucharist Class 4:15-5:15PM  

Level 5 & 6 5:25-6:25PM  

Level 7 & 8 6:30-7:30PM 

DECEMBER 10 WEDNESDAY 

Celebration of the Sacrament of First Reconciliation 6:00pm 

Pot Luck Supper to follow 

DECEMBER 14 SUNDAY 

Kindergarten attend 9:00AM Mass Class begins after the homily 

DECEMBER 15 MONDAY 

Level 1 4:15-5:15PM 

Level 3 & 4 5:25-6:25PM  

Confirmation Class 6:30-7:30PM 

RCIA 8:00PM ROOM B 

DECEMBER 16 TUESDAY 

First Eucharist Class 4:15-5:15PM  

Level 5 & 6 5:25-6:25PM  

Level 7 & 8 6:30-7:30PM 

 

As our Stewardship Appeal draws to a close, 341 
families (out of 1,864) have increased their offertory 
contribution representing a combined weekly increase of 
$3,447. Our average weekly increase is $10.11. What a 
blessing for our parish and our parish family.  

May God bless all of you! 

ñI continually thank my God for 
you because of the favor He has 

bestowed on you in Christ Jesus, 
in whom you have been richly 

endowed with every gift of speech and 
knowledge. Likewise, the witness I bore to Christ has 

been so confirmed among you that you lack no spiritual 
gift as you await the revelation of our Lord Jesus.ò 

We begin a new year of grace and listen to the opening 
greeting of Paul to the Corinthians. In this, the year of St. 
Paul, he gives thanks for the gifts they have received, 
reminding them they have been enriched in every way. He 
encourages them to be faithful. 

Advent is not only a period of preparation and waiting, it 
is the moment to look at ourselves and discover how 
blessed we have been and inquire as to the depth of our 
gratitude for the gift of faith, of grace, all the gifts great and 
small. Advent ought to be a time to recognize all that God 
has given us and find how we can use His generosity to us 
for the well being of others. 

A running topic in the weeks ahead will center on óhow 
muchô people will spend on gifts during difficult economic 
times. May my advent be a period of taking stock and 
determining óhow wellô I will use His gifts to me for my 
spiritual growth and the good of others. I lack no spiritual 
gift and now is the time to make sure that I will use them 
with others in mind. 

Why not take a minute to make an Advent list? 
Christmas lists can wait! 

   Rev. Msgr. Frank C. Wissel 

TRINITY CATHOLIC  HIGH SCHOOL 

It is not too late to apply to Trinity Catholic High School 
for next yearôs freshmen class. The entrance exam will be 
on Saturday, December 6, at 8:00AM. 

To register for the exam, or for information, call the 
TCHS Admissions Office, 203.322.3401, x32, or email 
cmcgoldrick.tchs@juno.com. 



“Lord, make us turn to you; let us see your face and we shall be saved.” 

2008 ANNUAL  CHRISTMAS PAGEANT  

Calling all Shepherds, Angels, 

Wise Men and Ushers... 

Our beautiful Christmas Pageant put on 
by the children of St. Mary is underway.  

There will be three mandatory 
rehearsals  prior to the Christmas Mass. 
Those dates are Sunday, December 14 and December 21, 
from 10:15AM to approximately 11:15AM (following 
Munchkins) and a dress rehearsal time/date to be 
announced. If you have any questions, please call 
Margaret Callahan (637.2255). 

ADVENT RETREAT 

With Father. Benedict J. Groeschel, CFR 
St. Thomas Aquinas Church in Fairfield 

ñLearning About Christ from St. Paulò 
(How to Grow in the Christian Life) 

Monday, December 8, 7:30pm 
Mass and Talk 

Tuesday, December 9, 7:30 
Evening Prayer/Benediction/Talk 

(Confessions available after) 

Wednesday, December 10, 7:30 
Evening Prayer/Benediction/Talk 

Father Benedict is a professor of Pastoral Psychology at 
St. Josephôs Seminary in New York. He is Director of the 
Office for Spiritual Development of the Archdiocese of 
New York, and an internationally known Lecturer and 
Retreat Master. He is also the host of Sunday Night Live 
with Father Benedict Groeschel, a program that airs every 
Sunday evening on EWTN, and is the author of many 
books. 

For more information, call 203.255.1097. 

EPS 

How did saints, great Catholic thinkers and 
the new religious communities develop the 
traditions of the Church?  

EPS, a faith and spiritual development 
program for adult Catholics, will explore The 
Growth of Catholic Tradition: Medieval through 
Reformation Periods, Wednesdays, Jan. 7 ï 
Feb. 11 from 7:15-9:20pm at St. Philip Parish in Norwalk. 
Instructor: Rev. Neil OôConnell, OFM, Ph.D. 

Register at EPSCTProgram@trinitydc.edu or call 
Priscilla Toumey at 203.354.8672. To learn about EPS, 
see http://eps.trinitydc.edu.  

ST. MARY GUILD CALENDAR  

§ Meeting  on Wednesday, December 3, at 7:00PM. The 
St. Mary Youth Choir will entertain. Members will 
participate in a baby shower for expectant mothers at 
Malta House in Norwalk and Holy Rosary Church in Port 
Chester. Suggested unwrapped items to be collected at 
the meeting: one-piece sleep sets, jumpsuits, glass baby 
bottles, receiving blankets, various sized Pampers, baby 
supplies. The need is great; please be generous. All are 
welcome. No January meeting. 

§ Holiday Dinner , Wednesday, December 17 at 6:15PM at 
Lucaôs. Tickets $45, cash bar. Call Mary Wade 661-6225 
or Rose Franco 869.2276 for reservations. Tickets will 
also be available at the parish center; tables of eight 
may be reserved. Deadline at the Guild December 3rd 
meeting. Family and friends are invited. 

 

HandCrafting Justice will be coming 
once again to share its mission with 
the parishioners of St. Mary the 
weekend of December 6-7.  

This Fair Trade economic justice project of the Sisters of 
the Good Shepherd will be selling Fair Trade handcrafts 
made by women in 20 countries throughout the developing 
world. Your support of our partners makes a tremendous 
difference in their lives, supporting their efforts to live a 
dignified life and provide food, education and shelter for 
their families.  

Please join us in the Parish Center to celebrate Fair 
Trade at this annual sale, following all the Masses. To 
learn more and to chop online, please visit 
www.handcraftingjustice.org. 

 

The annual St. Mary Christmas Concert 
will be presented on Sunday, 
December 14th at 2:00PM in the church. 

The adult and youth choirs will perform, along with 
instrumentalists and soloists. Admission is free, and all are 
welcome to attend.  

There will be a light reception after the performance in 
the Hitchcock room. 

 

The Giving Tree for our Annual Toy Drive will 
be located in the breezeway from December 1 
until the morning of December 19. Please 
take a tag from the tree and return an 
unwrapped gift for a child. 

If you are donating a store gift card, such as GAP or 
CVS, please leave the envelope with Elva Giuliani at the 
Parish Center office. 

Thank you in advance for your generosity and for 
making Christmas better for some of our less fortunate 
children. 

mailto:EPSCTProgram@trinitydc.edu
http://eps.trinitydc.edu/

