
A Roman Catholic Community in Greenwich, Connecticut 

178 Greenwich Avenue • Greenwich, Connecticut 06830 

 Rectory & Church Offices Fax Religious Education 

 203.869.9393 203.625.4760 203.869.9250 

 stmaryparish@verizon.net  saintmre@verizon.net 

www.stmaryparishgreenwich.org 

 MASS SCHEDULE  
Sunday: 7:00, 9:00, 10:30 AM, 12:15 and 5:15 PM 

Saturday Vigils: 4:00, 5:15, and 7:30 PM (Spanish Mass) 

Daily: Monday - Friday: 7:00, 8:00 AM, and 12:05 PM 

Saturday: 8:00 AM 

 

 SACRAMENT  OF RECONCILIATION  SACRAMENT  OF BAPTISM / SACRAMENT  OF MARRIAGE  

 Saturday, 2:45 to 3:45 PM in Chapel SACRAMENT  OF THE  SICK  Please contact one of the Priests 

 Anytime by appointment with To schedule, please 9 months before proposed 

 one of the Priests. call one of the Priests Wedding date to arrange for 

   marriage preparation. 

PARISH  CLERGY  AND STAFF  
Reverend Monsignor Frank C. Wissel, D. Min., Pastor Deacon Paul E. Tupper 

Reverend Richard J. Gemza, Parochial Vicar Deacon Bruce Roby 

Reverend Rolando Torres, Parochial Vicar  

Reverend Jean Marie DeGraff, C.S.J., Parochial Vicar Javier E. Ortiz, Parish Center Coordinator 

Charlene Prisinzano, Director of Religious Education Marjorie McGovern, Director of Music/Cantor 

Margaret Koellmer, Census and Religious Education Rick Tripodi, Organist/ChoirMaster 

Elva Giuliani, Business Office Jennifer Jenkins, Director of Youth Choir 

Cathy Lavaty, Trustee Anthony Sessa, Trustee  

 
Saint Mary Church is handicapped accessible.  Parking for the disabled is located in front of the Parish 

Center.  Should assistance be required, please let us know and we will have one of the ushers assist you. 

 

DECEMBER  7, 2008 Å SECOND SUNDAY  OF ADVENT  

SAINT MARY PARISH 



DECEMBER  7, 2008 

M ASS  I NTENTIONS  WEEK  A T  A G LANCE  

DECEMBER 8 - DECEMBER 14, 2008 

Andres Roberto Guerrero, son of Andres and Cecilia 
Guerrero, baptized into Godôs family on November 23, 2008. 

Thea Isabella Odice, daughter of David and Jill Odice, 
baptized into Godôs family on November 23, 2008. 

Ella Madeline Burchell, daughter of Evan and Kylie 
Burchell, baptized into Godôs family on November 30, 2008. 

William Thomas Morrison, son of Matthew and Swan 
Morrison, baptized into Godôs family on November 30, 2008. 

ST. MARY PARISH WELCOMES INTO 
GODôS FAMILY  

MONDAY DECEMBER 8 

Moms-n-Munchkins 10:00-11:30AM Hitchcock Room 

Adoration of Blessed Sacrament 11:00AM-12:00PM Church 

TUESDAY DECEMBER 9 

Walking With Purpose 9:30-11:15AM Library 

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 10 

St. Mary Guild Board Meeting 7:00PM Library 

THURSDAY DECEMBER 11 

Bible Study 9:30-11:30AM Library 

Youth Choir 5:00-6:30PM Room D 

Adult Choir 7:30-9:15PM Room D 

FRIDAY DECEMBER 12 

 

SATURDAY  DECEMBER 13 

Confession 2:45-3:45PM Chapel 

SUNDAY DECEMBER 14 

Sunday Munchkins after 9:00AM Mass Hitchcock Room 

St. Mary Guild Bake Sale 7:30AM-1:00PM outside Hitchcock 

Christmas Concert 2:00PM reception to follow 

Youth Group 5:00-8:00PM Library 

 

Msgr. Wissel is desperately looking 
for a used car for a family for work 
and school. It does not have to be 
in perfect condition, but it has to be 

driven from Greenwich to Bridgeport. All mechanical work 
will be done there. A tax letter will be easily provided. 

Thank you. 

MONDAY Gn 3:9-15, 20, Lk 1:26-38 

Immaculate Conception - Holy Day of Obligation 

 7:00 Michael Franco 

 8:00 Sheila Landers 

 12:05 For the Parishioners 

 5:30 Vera McDonnell 

TUESDAY Is 40:1-11, Mt 18:12-14 

 7:00 Chris Sahm 

 8:00 Millie Santora Marzullo 

 12:05 Agnes MacDonald 

WEDNESDAY Is 40:25-31, Mt 11:28-30 

 7:00 Dorothy Howie 

 8:00 Susan Johnson and Marjorie Santini 

 12:05 Albert and Anthony Sterlinski 

THURSDAY Is 41:13-20, Mt 11:11-15 

 7:00 Viet Nguyen 

 8:00 Anne Kenny 

 12:05 Michael Dorrian 

FRIDAY  Zec 2:14-17, Lk 1:26-38 

 7:00 Our Lady of Guadalupe 

 8:00 Sister Michael Marie Fitzpatrick 

 12:05 Griffin and Lussier Families 

SATURDAY Sir 48:1-4, 9-11, Mt 17:9a, 10-13 

 8:00 Martin Heavey 

 4:00 For the Parishioners 

 5:15 Hugh Crawford 

 7:30 Gabriel F. Badia 

SUNDAY  Is 61:1-2a, 10-11, Jn 1:6-8, 19-28 

 7:00 Sam Giordano 

 9:00 Angelina Sylvester 

 10:30 Deceased Members McNamee/McKeown family 

 12:15 Thomas Porcheddu 

 5:15 Peggy Papp 

COFFEE SOCIAL  TODAY 

Please come over to the Hitchcock room after 
Mass today, Sunday, December 7

th
, for 

refreshments and fellowship! 

HOLIDAY  SALE ... 

After all the Masses on Sunday, 
December 14. Walk across the 
breezeway to the parish center for 
a  homemade bake sale, mini 

jewelry boutique and in-house raffle sponsored by St. 
Mary Guild. Proceeds will be used for the Guildôs 
community outreach. 

DATE  CHANGE  



R ELIGIOUS  EDUCATION  

SECOND SUNDAY  OF ADVENT  

SUNDAY OFFERTORY... 

Financial Comparison 

Weekend November 23, 2008 $15,422.00 
Weekend November 25, 2007 13,270.00 

Weekend November 30, 2008 $11,275.00 
Weekend December 2, 2007 16,341.00 

Thanksgiving, 2008 2,523.00 
Thanksgiving, 2007 2,973.00 

Catholic Campaign Human Dev, 2008 5,151.00 
Catholic Campaign Human Dev, 2007 3,345.00 

(includes annual, monthly and mail-in offertory donations) 

DECEMBER 7 SUNDAY 

Kindergarten attend 9:00AM Mass Class begins after the homily 

DECEMBER 8 MONDAY 

No formal classes today 
All Religious Ed classes: Levels 1, First Eucharist, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 

Confirmation Class, attend 5:30PM Mass for Immaculate Conception 

DECEMBER 9 TUESDAY 

First Eucharist Class 4:15-5:15PM  

Level 5 & 6 5:25-6:25PM  

Level 7 & 8 6:30-7:30PM 

DECEMBER 10 WEDNESDAY 

Celebration of the Sacrament of First Reconciliation 6:00pm 

Pot Luck Supper to follow 

DECEMBER 14 SUNDAY 

Kindergarten attend 9:00AM Mass Class begins after the homily 

DECEMBER 15 MONDAY 

Level 1 4:15-5:15PM 

Level 3 & 4 5:25-6:25PM  

Confirmation Class 6:30-7:30PM 

RCIA 8:00PM ROOM B 

DECEMBER 16 TUESDAY 

First Eucharist Class 4:15-5:15PM  

Level 5 & 6 5:25-6:25PM  

Level 7 & 8 6:30-7:30PM 

DECEMBER 21 THRU JANUARY 2, 2009  

NO CLASSESñCHRISTMAS BREAK 

JANUARY  4 SUNDAY 

Kindergarten attend 9:00AM Mass Class begins after the homily 

JANUARY  5 MONDAY 

Level 1 4:15-5:15PM 

Level 3 & 4 5:25-6:25PM  

RCIA 8:00PM ROOM B 

JANUARY  6 TUESDAY 

First Eucharist Class 4:15-5:15PM  

Level 5 & 6 5:25-6:25PM  

Level 7 & 8 6:30-7:30PM 

JANUARY  7 WEDNESDAY 

Grades 7 & 8 Parents Meeting 7:00PM Hitchcock Room 

     REQUIRED 

 

Our parish-wide Stewardship Stewardship Appeal is 
nearly completed. We continue to furnish requests 
regarding our Electronic Giving program. Many 
parishioners have already signed up. Please call the 
parish office if you would like some materials sent to you 
regarding this option. 

We wish to thank everyone who participated and a 
special thanks to those who would like to increase but are 
unable to do so. If there is some way your parish can help 
you, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Both this week and next our 
Gospel readings focus on the 

figure of John the Baptist. Today 
we will reflect on his message; next 

week, on his person. Johnôs message was 
a simple one: One is coming who will baptize you with 

the Holy Spirit, so prepare the way of the Lord, make 
straight his paths. 

That God came and that God will come can be an easier 
message to handle than that God is coming now. The past 
can be seen as offering us information and the future asé 
whatever it will be, but the present demands a response. 
Every Advent calls us to respond to this message. He 
comes and he comes today. Jesus continues to come now 
and to immerse us in the life of the Holy Spirit. He comes 
to us in the word of God and in the sacrament of the 
Eucharist. 

So we are to make straight a path for him so that he can 
take up residence in our minds and hearts. This baptism 
with the Holy Spirit is an ongoing process, just as the first 
Pentecost began an ongoing process in the church. The 
Holy Spirit that blew out doors and sent out the first 
disciples with enflamed hearts and tongues continues to 
coming in surprising ways. (Pick up the Acts of the 
Apostles and read it through if you need reminding). 

So as a new year begins in the Church, making straight 
a path involves some inner inventory. 

   Rev. Msgr. Frank C. Wissel 

SAVE THE DATEðFriday, January 30, 2009 

Religious Ed Pasta Dinner 



“Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your salvation.” 

PASTORAL  PLAN  

In this Advent season, we are joyfully waiting the birth of 
our Savior. Are we conscious of how much we ourselves 
need to be saved? 

The first reading from Isaiah tells the exiles in Babylon 
who are waiting for freedom to have hope. God will step in 
and lead us out of a hopeless situation. The Gospel is 
reflective of this message when John the Baptist 
announces the coming of the Messiah. Jesusô mission was 
prepared by John; ñOne mightier than I is coming after 
me.ò Johnôs message is of repentance, baptism (with the 
Holy Spirit), and forgiveness. If we are waiting for 
salvation, a way out of a dim and unexciting existence, we 
should apply these aspects to our own lives. John 
stressed judgment, whereas Jesus stressed salvation. 

Make the Psalm of today your prayer ñLord, let us see 
your kindness, and grant us Your salvation.ò 

To receive the monthly free e -newsletter of the 
Pastoral Plan, please subscribe online at 
www.footstepsofchrist.org/newsletter.htm  

HOLIDAY  LIGHTS 

For many years, Summer Rainôs Lighting Division has 
been brightening the holidays with decorative lighting to 
homes and landscapes. To find out more about this 
service and to set up an appointment for us to discuss and 
create a plan for you, please call us at 203.629.8050 and 
ask for Holiday Lighting. As you know, our professional 
reputation precedes us and our licensed electricians are 
delighted to have the opportunity to make your holidays 
most memorable. 

2008 ANNUAL  CHRISTMAS PAGEANT  

Our beautiful Christmas Pageant put on by the children 
of St. Mary is underway.  

There will be three mandatory rehearsals  prior to the 
Christmas Mass. Those dates are Sunday, December 14 
and December 21, from 10:15AM to approximately 
11:15AM (following Munchkins) and a dress rehearsal time/
date to be announced. If you have any questions, please 
call Margaret Callahan (637.2255). 

 

The annual St. Mary Christmas Concert 
will be presented on Sunday, 
December 14th at 2:00PM in the church. 

The adult and youth choirs will perform, along with 
instrumentalists and soloists. Admission is free, and all are 
welcome to attend.  

There will be a light reception after the performance in 
the Hitchcock room. 

 

The Giving Tree for our Annual Toy Drive will 
be located in the breezeway from December 1 
until the morning of December 19. Please 
take a tag from the tree and return an 
unwrapped gift for a child. 

If you are donating a store gift card, such as GAP or 
CVS, please leave the envelope with Elva Giuliani at the 
Parish Center office. Thank you in advance for your 
generosity and for making Christmas better for some of 
our less fortunate children. 

RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS 

Share in the Care on December 14th 

Ninety-five percent of donations to the National 
Religious Retirement Office aid elderly religious. About 
58% of women and men religious are past age 70; 7% are 
past age 90. More than 4,900 need skilled nursing care. 
Even at advanced ages, many work in compensated or 
volunteer ministry that benefits others. 

Religious institutes are financially autonomous and 
responsible for the support of their members. Income 
sources include compensated ministry, government 
benefits, and investment return. Most elderly religious 
receive, on average, a Social Security benefit of just 
$4,402 per year.À Community living provides some 
economies of scale, but health care and living costs in 
most religious communities far exceed income. 

Religious women and men have prepared generations of 
Catholics for leadership in the Church and the world. As 
we honor the contribution they made to our lives and our 
Church, please be as generous as possible in this yearôs 
collection. 

À The average U.S. beneficiary receives $12,948 annually 

RETIRO ESPIRITUAL  PARA ADULTOS 

Retiro Espiritual para adultos el 11 de enero de 2009 de 
9:00AM a 5:00PM, en el Salon parroquial de la Iglesia 
Santa María en Greenwich. Tendremos temas desde los 
Sacramentos, la oración hasta la Eucaristía. NO FALTES! 
Te aseguramos un día repleto de bendiciones para ti y tu 
familia. Para más información puede comunicarse con el 
Padre Rolando Torres al 869.9393 x123. 

Spiritual Retreat in Spanish. January 11, 2009, from 
9:00AM to 5:00PM, in the Hitchcock Room. For more 
information please call Fr. Rolando Torres at 869.9393. 

THANK  YOU! 

To the Parishioners who baked cookies and brownies for 
the soup kitchen. They were greatly appreciated. 

Also, that you to the wonderful kitchen staff: Sunny 
Brown, Rita Cody, Rose Franco, Judy Higgins, Connie 
Hynes, Carol Kiachif, Celeste Nigro, led by head chef 
Barbara Havranek. 

Our bread and rolls were donated by ñThe Kneaded 
Breadò in Port Chester. Please frequent the merchants 
that are so generous to us. 


