
A Roman Catholic Community in Greenwich, Connecticut 
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 203.869.9393 203.625.4760 203.869.9250 

 stmaryparish@verizon.net  saintmre@verizon.net 

www.stmaryparishgreenwich.org 

 MASS SCHEDULE 
Sunday: 7:00, 9:00, 10:30 AM, 12:15 and 5:15 PM 

Saturday Vigils: 4:00, 5:15, and 7:30 PM (Spanish Mass) 

Daily: Monday - Friday: 7:00, 8:00 AM, and 12:05 PM 

Saturday: 8:00 AM 

 

 SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM/ SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 

 Saturday, 2:45 to 3:45 PM in Chapel SACRAMENT OF THE SICK Please contact one of the Priests 

 Anytime by appointment with To schedule, please 9 months before proposed 

 one of the Priests. call one of the Priests Wedding date to arrange for 

   marriage preparation. 

PARISH CLERGY AND STAFF 
Reverend Monsignor Frank C. Wissel, D. Min., Pastor Deacon Paul E. Tupper 

Reverend Richard J. Gemza, Parochial Vicar Deacon Bruce Roby 

Reverend Rolando Torres, Parochial Vicar  

Reverend Jean Marie DeGraff, C.S.J., Parochial Vicar Javier E. Ortiz, Parish Center Coordinator 

Charlene Prisinzano, Director of Religious Education Marjorie McGovern, Director of Music/Cantor 

Margaret Koellmer, Census and Religious Education Rick Tripodi, Organist/ChoirMaster 

Elva Giuliani, Business Office Jennifer Jenkins, Director of Youth Choir 

Cathy Lavaty, Trustee Anthony Sessa, Trustee  

 
Saint Mary Church is handicapped accessible.  Parking for the disabled is located in front of the Parish 

Center.  Should assistance be required, please let us know and we will have one of the ushers assist you. 

 

DECEMBER 14, 2008 Å THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

SAINT MARY PARISH 



DECEMBER 14, 2008 

M ASS  I NTENTIONS  WEEK  A T  A G LANCE  

DECEMBER 15 - DECEMBER 21, 2008 

Leila Jade Munoz, daughter of Gildardo and Erika Munoz, 
baptized into Godôs family on December 7, 2008. 

ST. MARY PARISH WELCOMES INTO 
GODôS FAMILY  

MONDAY DECEMBER 15 

Moms-n-Munchkins 10:00-11:30AM Hitchcock Room 

Adoration of Blessed Sacrament 11:00AM-12:00PM Church 

TUESDAY DECEMBER 16 

Walking With Purpose 9:30-11:30AM Library 

Soup Kitchen Prep 9:30AM Hitchcock Room 

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 17 

Soup Kitchen Day 9:30AM Hitchcock Room 

THURSDAY DECEMBER 18 

Bible Study 9:30-11:30AM Library 

Youth Choir 5:00-6:30PM Room D 

Adult Choir 7:30-9:15PM Room D 

FRIDAY DECEMBER 19 

 

SATURDAY  DECEMBER 20 

Confession 2:45-3:45PM Chapel 

SUNDAY DECEMBER 21 

Sunday Munchkins after 9:00AM Mass Hitchcock Room 

 

Msgr. Wissel is desperately looking 
for a used car for a family for work 
and school. It does not have to be 
in perfect condition, but it has to be 

driven from Greenwich to Bridgeport. All mechanical work 
will be done there. A tax letter will be easily provided. 

Thank you. 

HOLIDAY  SALE  TODAY 

After all the Masses, Sunday, 
December 14. Walk across the 
breezeway to the parish center for 
a  homemade bake sale, mini 

jewelry boutique and in-house raffle sponsored by St. 
Mary Guild. Proceeds will be used for the Guildôs 
community outreach. 

MONDAY  Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a, Mt 21:23-27 

 7:00 Mary Flannery 

 8:00 Tomas Torres 

 12:05 Thomas Porcheddu 

TUESDAY  Zep 3:1-2, 9-13, Mt 21:28-32 

 7:00 Jose Valdez 

 8:00 Virginia Lavaty 

 12:05 Enrico Dubaz 

WEDNESDAY Gn 49:2, 8-10, Mt 1:1-17 

 7:00 Henry Spievak 

 8:00 Peter Carlo 

 12:05 Joseph and Kathryne Sterlinski 

THURSDAY Jer 23:5-8, Mt 1:18-25 

 7:00 Micah Springer 

 8:00 Ruth Murdoch 

 12:05 Gallagher and Hynes Families 

FRIDAY  Jdg 13:2-7, 24-25a, Lk 1:5-25 

 7:00 Evelyn and Neile coe 

 8:00 Angela Maria and Lawrence Christiano, Robert Geib 

 12:05 John Tyrrell 

SATURDAY Is 7:10-14, Lk 1:26-38 

 8:00 Annabelle Stubbs Baker 

 4:00 John and Adeline Kelly and Family 

 5:15 For the Parishioners 

 7:30 Claudia Torres and Dominga Boche 

SUNDAY  2 Sam 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16, Lk 1:26-38 

 7:00 Deceased Members Thomas Scully Family 

 9:00 Carlos Amarillo 

 10:30 John and Beatrice McDonough 

 12:15 James Tracey and Collins Family 

 5:15 Francis X. Walsh, II 

ABOUT DRAGEN LESKO 

Please see the October 27, 2008, issue of America 
Magazine to read St. Mary Catechist Lyn Brignoliôs prize-
winning essay about Dragen. For information or to get an 
email copy, contact Lyn at lynbrignoli@gmail.com. 

 

We know everyone is busy with 
Christmas approaching,  but please try 
to find a few minutes to make a batch 
of cookies or brownies for our next 
Soup Kitchen. They are greatly 
appreciated as a topper for the meal 
we will prepare.  

Just drop them off at the parish center on Tuesday, 
December 16 or Wednesday morning , December 17. 

Many thanks. 



R ELIGIOUS  EDUCATION  

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

SUNDAY OFFERTORY... 

Financial Comparison 

Weekend December 7, 2008 $25,192.00 
Weekend December 9, 2007 21,900.00 

(includes annual, monthly and mail-in offertory donations) 

DECEMBER 14 SUNDAY 

Kindergarten attend 9:00AM Mass Class begins after the homily 

DECEMBER 15 MONDAY 

Level 1 4:15-5:15PM 

Level 3 & 4 5:25-6:25PM  

Confirmation Class 6:30-7:30PM 

RCIA 8:00PM ROOM B 

DECEMBER 16 TUESDAY 

First Eucharist Class 4:15-5:15PM  

Level 5 & 6 5:25-6:25PM  

Level 7 & 8 6:30-7:30PM 

DECEMBER 21 THRU JANUARY 2, 2009  

NO CLASSESñCHRISTMAS BREAK 

JANUARY  4 SUNDAY 

Kindergarten attend 9:00AM Mass Class begins after the homily 

JANUARY  5 MONDAY 

Level 1 4:15-5:15PM 

Level 3 & 4 5:25-6:25PM  

RCIA 8:00PM ROOM B 

JANUARY  6 TUESDAY 

First Eucharist Class 4:15-5:15PM  

Level 5 & 6 5:25-6:25PM  

Level 7 & 8 6:30-7:30PM 

JANUARY  7 WEDNESDAY 

Grades 7 & 8 Parents Meeting 7:00PM Hitchcock Room 

     REQUIRED 

JANUARY  11 SUNDAY 

Kindergarten attend 9:00AM Mass Class begins after the homily 

JANUARY  12 MONDAY 

Level 1 4:15-5:15PM 

Level 3 & 4 5:25-6:25PM  

RCIA 8:00PM ROOM B 

JANUARY  13 TUESDAY 

First Eucharist Class 4:15-5:15PM  

Level 5 & 6 5:25-6:25PM  

Level 7 & 8 6:30-7:30PM 

JANUARY  14 WEDNESDAY 

First Eucharist Parent & Child Program Hitchcock Room 

Last name begins A-L 6:00-7:00pm 

 

This report is the last concerning the Stewardship 
Campaign now completed. The people of St. Mary Parish 
are to be thanked for a truly outstanding response. At the 
beginning of our Appeal we asked every member of our 
parish family to prayerfully consider what they are giving 
back to their parish and to the Lord The weekly increase at 
St. Mary Parish, based upon your wonderful response, is 
$3,447. Our parish has experienced a renewal of faith and 
stewardship. Thank You! 

Please call the parish office if you are interested in the 
Electronic Giving program or it you are interested in 
receiving offering envelopes. 

One of the most poignant 
moments of Arthur Millerôs Death 

of a Salesman occurs at the end of 
the play when the family and one 

friend of Willie Loman, the salesman of the 
title, are gathered at his gravesite. Willie has committed 

suicide. His son Bill says, ñHe never knew who he was.ò 
These sad words hang in the air. This man lived his whole 
life not knowing who he was. 

Today we hear the words of John the Baptist, who knew 
who he was and who he was not: ñI am not the Christ. I am 
not Elijah. I am not the Prophet. I am the voice of one 
crying out in the desert,  óMake straight the way of the 
Lordôò (see John 1:19-23). John had a unique role to play: 
He was the best friend of the bridegroom who was coming 
and in whom God and humanity would be joined. 

These days of Advent call us to know who we areð
children of God who in the fullness of time sent the Son 
into the world so that we might have life so that we might 
know our God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and open 
ourselves to be made ñperfectly holyò (1 Thessalonians 
5:23). 

   Rev. Msgr. Frank C. Wissel 

SAVE THE DATEðFriday, January 30, 2009 

Religious Ed Pasta Dinner 

RETIREMENT FUND FOR RELIGIOUS 

Please give generously this weekend to our second 
collection which benefits the many deserving religious who 
served our diocese, past and present, and who now need 
our help meeting the overwhelming costs of elder care. 



“My soul rejoices in my God.” 

PASTORAL  PLAN  

Pope Benedict recently reminded everyone in his papal 
Advent homily that Advent is the season of ñhope.ò  He 
continued that ñAdvent is the spiritual season of hope par 
excellence, and in this season the whole Church is called 
to be hope, for itself and for the world.  The whole spiritual 
organism of the mystical body assumes, as it were, the 
ócolorô of hope.ò 

The readings this weekend for the third Sunday of 
Advent, Gaudete Sunday, remind us to be joyful.  Todayôs 
Psalm from Luke describes Maryôs encounter to Elizabeth: 
ñMy soul rejoices in my God.ò  Paul, in his letter to the 
Thessalonians, explains what kind of people we should be 
while we wait for the coming of the Lord Jesus at 
Christmas.  When we wait for Jesus with hope for his 
coming, we have reason to be joyful.  Christianity has 
given much joy and happiness to millions throughout the 
past 2,000 years and for which martyrs have laid down 
their lives for Christ. 

We need to heed our Holy Fatherôs words and meet God 
in Advent, particularly through prayer. 

To receive the monthly free e -newsletter of the 
Pastoral Plan, please subscribe online at 
www.footstepsofchrist.org/newsletter.htm  

PILGRIMAGE  TO THE HOLY LAND 

January 11 - 20, 2009 

Visit Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Nazareth, Dead Sea, and 
More. Spiritual Director: Father Tom McNamara, OMF 
Cap. $3,099.00 including airfare from NY JFK and most 
meals. For more information call Mike Milano at 
800.773.2660. 

2008 ANNUAL  CHRISTMAS PAGEANT  

Our beautiful Christmas Pageant put on by the children 
of St. Mary is underway.  

There will be mandatory rehearsals  prior to the 
Christmas Mass. Those dates are Sunday, December 14 
and December 21, from 10:15AM to approximately 
11:15AM (following Munchkins) and a dress rehearsal time/
date to be announced. If you have any questions, please 
call Margaret Callahan (637.2255). 

 

The Giving Tree for our Annual Toy Drive will 
be located in the breezeway from December 1 
until the morning of December 19. Please 
take a tag from the tree and return an 
unwrapped gift for a child. 

If you are donating a store gift card, such as GAP or 
CVS, please leave the envelope with Elva Giuliani at the 
Parish Center office. Thank you in advance for your 
generosity and for making Christmas better for some of 
our less fortunate children. 

RETIRO ESPIRITUAL  PARA ADULTOS 

Retiro Espiritual para adultos el 11 de enero de 2009 de 
9:00AM a 5:00PM, en el Salon parroquial de la Iglesia 
Santa María en Greenwich. Tendremos temas desde los 
Sacramentos, la oración hasta la Eucaristía. NO FALTES! 
Te aseguramos un día repleto de bendiciones para ti y tu 
familia. Para más información puede comunicarse con el 
Padre Rolando Torres al 869.9393 x123. 

Spiritual Retreat in Spanish. January 11, 2009, from 
9:00AM to 5:00PM, in the Hitchcock Room. For more 
information please call Fr. Rolando Torres at 869.9393. 

ANNUAL  MARCH FOR LIFE 

IN WASHINGTON, DC, JANUARY 22, 2009 

It is most imperative that we continue our Pro-life 
activities on behalf of the unborn children. The ñMarch for 
Lifeò at our Nationôs Capital on Thursday, January 22, 
2009, will serve as witness and as advocacy seeking the 
protection and overall respect for every unborn child in the 
progression to birth.  

Scientifically and religiously, we know the truth that it is a 
human life, a person, who is conceived within a woman. 
Clearly, then, we must at all times continue to stand up 
and speak out for the overall respect for the unborn 
children. We must always pursue the protection and total 
well-being of the unborn person with the same 
commitment and compassion that we pursue these rights 
for the born person.  

We ask that you, our parishioners, will participate in this 
ñMarch.ò We will travel to Washington, DC, via buses. 
Buses will depart from various locations in Fairfield County 
on Thursday morning at 12:15AM and then they will depart 
that afternoon from Washington for Connecticut at 4:00PM. 
The cost per person: $50.  

For more information and reservations: please call 
203.372.4301, ext. 61444 or ext. 61443, or e-mail 
mgiannino@diobpt.org. The deadline for a reservation and 
a nonrefundable payment is Thursday, January 8, 2009. 

ANNUAL DIOCESAN PRO -LIFE MASS 

JANUARY 11, 2009  

Bishop Lori will celebrate a Pro-Life Mass on Sunday, 
January 11, 2009, at 12 noon at Saint Thomas the Apostle 
Parish in Norwalk.  

Please join Bishop Lori and our brothers and sisters 
from parishes and organizations throughout the Diocese 
who will come together to pray, to witness, and to 
encourage the pursuit relative to the overall respect of 
every unborn child. In accord with the God-given 
sacredness and dignity of every human life which begins 
at the moment of conception, it is our obligation and 
privilege to participate in activities that proclaim, support, 
and enhance the basic right to life. Let us come together in 
this most important endeavor. The basic right to life of 
every unborn child must be ensured.  

For more information, please contact the Respect Life 
Ministry at the Catholic Center: Mimi Giannino, 
203.416.1444, or e-mail mgiannino@diobpt.org. 


