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 MASS SCHEDULE  
Sunday: 7:00, 9:00, 10:30 AM, 12:15 and 5:15 PM 

Saturday Vigils: 4:00, 5:15, and 7:30 PM (Spanish Mass) 

Daily: Monday - Friday: 7:00, 8:00 AM, and 12:05 PM 

Saturday: 8:00 AM 

 

 SACRAMENT  OF RECONCILIATION  SACRAMENT  OF BAPTISM / SACRAMENT  OF MARRIAGE  

 Saturday, 2:45 to 3:45 PM in Chapel SACRAMENT  OF THE  SICK  Please contact one of the Priests 

 Anytime by appointment with To schedule, please 9 months before proposed 

 one of the Priests. call one of the Priests Wedding date to arrange for 

   marriage preparation. 

PARISH  CLERGY  AND STAFF  
Reverend Monsignor Frank C. Wissel, D. Min., Pastor Deacon Paul E. Tupper 

Reverend Richard J. Gemza, Parochial Vicar Deacon Bruce Roby 

Reverend Rolando Torres, Parochial Vicar  

Reverend Jean Marie DeGraff, C.S.J., Parochial Vicar Javier E. Ortiz, Parish Center Coordinator 

Charlene Prisinzano, Director of Religious Education Marjorie McGovern, Director of Music/Cantor 

Margaret Koellmer, Census and Religious Education Rick Tripodi, Organist/ChoirMaster 

Elva Giuliani, Business Office Jennifer Jenkins, Director of Youth Choir 

Cathy Lavaty, Trustee Anthony Sessa, Trustee  

 
Saint Mary Church is handicapped accessible.  Parking for the disabled is located in front of the Parish 

Center.  Should assistance be required, please let us know and we will have one of the ushers assist you. 

 

DECEMBER  21, 2008 Å FOURTH  SUNDAY  OF ADVENT  

SAINT MARY PARISH 



DECEMBER  21, 2008 

M ASS  I NTENTIONS  WEEK  A T  A G LANCE  

DECEMBER 22 - DECEMBER 28, 2008 
MONDAY DECEMBER 22 

Adoration of Blessed Sacrament 11:00AM-12:00PM Church 

TUESDAY DECEMBER 23 

 

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 24 

 

THURSDAY DECEMBER 25 

Christmas Day - Center and Office Closed 

FRIDAY DECEMBER 26 

Christmas Holiday - Center and Office Closed 

SATURDAY  DECEMBER 27 

Confession 2:45-3:45PM Chapel 

SUNDAY DECEMBER 28 

Sunday Munchkins after 9:00AM Mass Hitchcock Room 

MONDAY  1 Sm 1:24-28, Lk 1:46-56 

 7:00 Severio Franco 

 8:00 Mary M. Flannery 

 12:05 Joseph Accurso 

TUESDAY  Mal 3:1-4, 23-24, Lk 1:57-66 

 7:00 Bess Sweeney Carnegie 

 8:00 Concetta Carlo 

 12:05 Budgie Blume 

WEDNESDAY 2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16, Lk 1:67-79 

 9:00 Casey Family 

  CHRISTMAS VIGIL  
 4:00 Jimmy Murphy (Church) 

 4:00 Thanksgiving (Chapel 

 5:30 Lucia Gencarelli Peacock 

 7:30 Rosa and Steven Marroquin Garcia 

 10:00 For the Parishioners 

THURSDAY Is 52:7-10, Jn 1:1-18 

  CHRISTMAS DAY 

 7:00 Frank Judson 

 9:00 Bud McAndrews 

 10:30 Josephine Blume 

 12:15 Edward Donahue 

 5:15 Special Intention 

FRIDAY  Acts 6:8-10, 7:54-59, Mt 10:17-22 

 7:00 Bess Sweeney Carnegie 

 8:00 Daniel Piliero 

 12:05 Lillian Sheppard 

SATURDAY 1 Jn 1:1-4, Jn 20:1a, 2-8 

 8:00 Martin Heavey 

 4:00 Maru Kanaru 

 5:15 Frank J. Gumkowski & John F. Fox & Catherine D. 

 7:30 For the Parishioners 

SUNDAY  Gn 15:1-6, 21:1-3, Lk 2:22-40 

 7:00 Mariano and Ursula Miguel 

 9:00 Joseph and Agatha Cianci 

 10:30 Jean Frederick 

 12:15 Rosina and Angelina Spinosa 

 5:15 Francis X. Walsh, II 

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 2008 

Christmas Masses  

Christmas Eve, Wednesday, December 24  

Vigil Masses at 4:00 and 5:30PM 

Mass in Spanish, 7:30PM 

Christmas Mass at 10:00PM 

Christmas Day, Thursday, December 25  

7:00, 9:00, 10:30AM, 12:15PM, 5:15PM 

New Yearôs Schedule 2009 

Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God 

Wednesday, December 31, 2008  

5:30PM VIGIL 

Thursday, January 1, 2009  

7:00, 8:00AM, 12:05PM, 5:30PM 

 

Parishioners who wish to help decorate our Church for 
Christmas may do so in the form of a monetary 
contribution. 

  Flower envelopes are available for this purpose on the 
tables in the vestibule of the Church. 

Thank you for your kindness and generosity. 

MANY THANKS !!!  

Thank you to everyone who donated to our 
Christmas Giving Tree. Your generosity 
should make many children very happy this 
Christmas! 



R ELIGIOUS  EDUCATION  

FOURTH  SUNDAY  OF ADVENT  

SUNDAY OFFERTORY... 

Financial Comparison 

Weekend December 14, 2008 $17,010.00 
Weekend December 16, 2007 10,818.00 

Retirement Fund for Religious, 2008 5,823.00 
Retirement Fund for Religious, 2007 5,400.00 

(includes annual, monthly and mail-in offertory donations) 

DECEMBER 21 THRU JANUARY 2, 2009  

NO CLASSESñCHRISTMAS BREAK 

JANUARY  4 SUNDAY 

Kindergarten attend 9:00AM Mass Class begins after the homily 

JANUARY  5 MONDAY 

Level 1 4:15-5:15PM 

Level 3 & 4 5:25-6:25PM  

RCIA 8:00PM ROOM B 

JANUARY  6 TUESDAY 

First Eucharist Class 4:15-5:15PM  

Level 5 & 6 5:25-6:25PM  

Level 7 & 8 6:30-7:30PM 

JANUARY  7 WEDNESDAY 

Grades 7 & 8 Parents Meeting 7:00PM Hitchcock Room 

     REQUIRED 

JANUARY  11 SUNDAY 

Kindergarten attend 9:00AM Mass Class begins after the homily 

JANUARY  12 MONDAY 

Level 1 4:15-5:15PM 

Level 3 & 4 5:25-6:25PM  

RCIA 8:00PM ROOM B 

JANUARY  13 TUESDAY 

First Eucharist Class 4:15-5:15PM  

Level 5 & 6 5:25-6:25PM  

Level 7 & 8 6:30-7:30PM 

JANUARY  14 WEDNESDAY 

First Eucharist Parent & Child Program Hitchcock Room 

Last name begins A-L 6:00-7:00pm 

ñShe was deeply troubled by his 
words, and wondered what his 

greeting meant. The angel went on 
to say to her: óDo not fear, Mary. 
You have found favor with Godôé. óI 

am the maidservant of the Lord. Let it be done to me 
as you say.ôò 

How often we have overheard this momentous 
conversation which took place in this town in Galilee. 
Maybe the angel appeared while she was at prayer. 
Perhaps she was doing some household chore, or even 
resting or relaxing. Probably she was startled or surprised. 
The record states óDo not fear.ô That same expression 
would be repeated to Joseph and the shepherds. The next 
phrase speaks not only to Mary but to us. But she listened. 

This event which changed the course of history, opening 
the way for oneness again with God, brings with it the 
same message. Do not fear, we have been favored by 
God. He continues to send His grace and saving power to 
all of us in these final days of advent prayer. 

Our world, filled with armed conflict and occupying 
armies, displaced refugees, weighed down by hatred, 
division and sin, needs the coming Savior more than ever. 
The angelic message echoes in our ears today, reassuring 
us that God has not forgotten or abandoned us. Like Mary, 
the messenger needs a response.  St. Bernard prayed: 
ñHurry Mary, the world is awaiting your óyes.ôò 

Our answer is found by opening our hearts to the 
coming Christ. Our response is reflected in the care and 
concern we manifest as we look at Godôs world and its 
people and try to repair its brokenness. We too have found 
favor with God; His grace is offered again as His ongoing 
gift. óI am the servant of the Lord. Let it be done to me as 
you say.ò 

   Rev. Msgr. Frank C. Wissel 

SAVE THE DATEðFriday, January 30, 2009 

Religious Ed Pasta Dinner 

SCHOLARSHIP  COMMITTEE 

After twelve years of faithful service, Mr. James 
Loughran has resigned as Chair of the St. Mary 
Scholarship Committee. As a former educator he 
diligently, with a small committee, raised and distributed 
many scholarships to needy St. Mary parishioners. We 
thank him for this great service.  

Mrs. Maryann OôRourke, an educator herself, will be the 
new Chair of the St. Mary Scholarship Committee. 

Please give her your support in this very worthwhile 
mission. 



“For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord.” 

PASTORAL  PLAN  

This Sunday, the fourth Sunday of Advent, only three 
days before Christmas, brings much expectation to 
everyone.  Expectation keeps us youngðwe look to the 
future and instead of the past.  There are new possibilities 
in life when seen with the eyes of expectation.  Christmas 
is great every year, but only great for those who are 
expecting ñEmmanuelðGod with usò in faith and 
wonderment.   

The second reading from St. Paul reminds us that only 
with the coming and expectation of Christ can we fully 
understand Israelôs expectations.  Salvation coming from 
Jesus Christ is for everyone.  The mystery is now revealed 
and made known to all the Gentiles. 

In the Gospel, Luke teaches us about the child to be 
born.  He wants our affirmation in faith that Jesusô origin is 
that he is born from God.  Secondly, Luke brings out the 
role Baby Jesus will play in salvation history.  Taken from 
the first reading, God promised David that his dynasty 
(throne) would stand firm forever.  This Gospel is the same 
we heard on the Feast of the Immaculate Conception.  We 
know Mary was highly favored by God and blessed among 
all women.  It was her great faith that made her respond 
ñBehold I am the handmaid of the Lord.  May it be done 
according to your word.ò  We are always invited to follow 
Maryôs faith that Godôs Spirit prepared and her love that 
never knew sin. 

Let us pray that we may see the real light of 
Christmas.  Our prayer during this week of our Saviorôs 
birth can be the Responsorial Psalm of our praise and 
thanksgiving for what God gave us in Christ: ñForever I will 
sing the goodness of the Lord.ò   

To receive the monthly free e -newsletter of the 
Pastoral Plan, please subscribe online at 
www.footstepsofchrist.org/newsletter.htm  

ANNUAL  DIOCESAN PRO-LIFE MASS 

JANUARY 11, 2009  

Bishop Lori will celebrate a Pro-Life Mass on Sunday, 
January 11, 2009, at 12 noon at Saint Thomas the Apostle 
Parish in Norwalk.  

Please join Bishop Lori and our brothers and sisters 
from parishes and organizations throughout the Diocese 
who will come together to pray, to witness, and to 
encourage the pursuit relative to the overall respect of 
every unborn child. In accord with the God-given 
sacredness and dignity of every human life which begins 
at the moment of conception, it is our obligation and 
privilege to participate in activities that proclaim, support, 
and enhance the basic right to life. Let us come together in 
this most important endeavor. The basic right to life of 
every unborn child must be ensured.  

For more information, please contact the Respect Life 
Ministry at the Catholic Center: Mimi Giannino, 
203.416.1444, or e-mail mgiannino@diobpt.org. 

Weõd like to use this Christmas week 

as an opportunity to thank you, 

our parishioners, for all you do today, 

and every day throughout the year. 

We want you to know that we 

appreciate each of You. 

A great big òThank You!ó and 

òGod Bless You!ó from all of us 

to all of you. 

May you find peace, faith, and love 

to fill your homes, and share with others. 

With the hope that we overlook no one, 

we say òThank you!ó to one and all. 

Merry Christmas 

from Msgr. Wissel, Fr. Gemza, Fr. Torres, 

Fr. DeGraff, Deacon Roby, 

Deacon Tupper and the 

Staff of Saint Mary Church. 

LECTURE SERIES 

St. Thomas More Church in Darien invites you to a two-
day lecture series, ñRENEWING THE SPIRIT OF 
VATICAN IIò on January 9 and 10, 2009. Our guest 
speaker, Sr. Maureen Sullivan, OP, has a PhD in 
Theology from Fordham University and is currently an 
Associate Professor at St. Anselm College.   

Session 1, ñI Hope You Danceò, 7:30ï9:30pm on Friday, 
January 9. Coffee and dessert will follow. Session 2, ñThe 
Council Looks at the Laityò, 10:30amï12:30pm on 
Saturday, January 10. A light lunch will be provided. 
Session 3, ñThe Council Looks at the Churchò, will follow 
from 1:30ï3:30pm.   

Please call the St. Thomas More Church office 
203.655.3303 to RSVP for the individual sessions you 
would like to attend. There is no charge for these lectures. 
There is more information on our website, 
www.stmdarienct.org. You may also contact Susan 
Russell 203.655.8232 or Kelly Frank 203.655.2445 if you 
have questions. 

EPS CLASSES  

EPS traces the development of Catholic tradition and 
explores the basis of moral theology, in two courses at St. 
Philip Parish, Norwalk. 

The Growth of Catholic Tradition: Medieval through 
Reformation Periods, Wednesdays, January 7ïFebruary 
11, Instructor: Rev. Neil OôConnell, OFM. 

Foundations of Moral Theology, Tuesdays, January 6ï
February 10, Instructor: Rev. Joseph Koterski, 
S.J.,Chairman, Philosophy Depôt, Fordham University. 

Register at epsctprogram@trinitydc.edu or call 
203.847.2363. Classes begin at 7:15PM. EPS relies solely 
on donations.   

mailto:epsctprogram@trinitydc.edu

