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 MASS SCHEDULE  
Sunday: 7:00, 9:00, 10:30 AM, 12:15 and 5:15 PM 

Saturday Vigils: 4:00, 5:15, and 7:30 PM (Spanish Mass) 

Daily: Monday - Friday: 7:00, 8:00 AM, and 12:05 PM 

Saturday: 8:00 AM 

 

 SACRAMENT  OF RECONCILIATION  SACRAMENT  OF BAPTISM / SACRAMENT  OF MARRIAGE  

 Saturday, 2:45 to 3:45 PM in Chapel SACRAMENT  OF THE  SICK  Please contact one of the Priests 

 Anytime by appointment with To schedule, please 9 months before proposed 

 one of the Priests. call one of the Priests Wedding date to arrange for 

   marriage preparation. 

PARISH  CLERGY  AND STAFF  
Reverend Monsignor Frank C. Wissel, D. Min., Pastor Deacon Paul E. Tupper 

Reverend Richard J. Gemza, Parochial Vicar Deacon Bruce Roby 

Reverend Rolando Torres, Parochial Vicar  

Reverend Jean Marie DeGraff, C.S.J., Parochial Vicar Javier E. Ortiz, Parish Center Coordinator 

Charlene Prisinzano, Director of Religious Education Marjorie McGovern, Director of Music/Cantor 

Margaret Koellmer, Census and Religious Education Rick Tripodi, Organist/ChoirMaster 

Elva Giuliani, Business Office Jennifer Jenkins, Director of Youth Choir 

Cathy Lavaty, Trustee Anthony Sessa, Trustee  

 
Saint Mary Church is handicapped accessible.  Parking for the disabled is located in front of the Parish 

Center.  Should assistance be required, please let us know and we will have one of the ushers assist you. 

 

DECEMBER  28, 2008 Å HOLY  FAMILY  OF JESUS, MARY  & J OSEPH 

SAINT MARY PARISH 



DECEMBER  28, 2008 

M ASS  I NTENTIONS  WEEK  A T  A G LANCE  

DECEMBER 29 - JANUARY 4, 2008 
MONDAY DECEMBER 29 

Adoration of Blessed Sacrament 11:00AM-12:00PM Church 

TUESDAY DECEMBER 30 

 

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 31 

 

THURSDAY JANUARY 1 

New Yearõs Day - Center and Office Closed 

FRIDAY JANUARY 2 

New Year Holiday - Center and Office Closed 

SATURDAY  JANUARY 3 

Confession 2:45-3:45PM Chapel 

SUNDAY JANUARY 4 

SAVE THE DATEðFriday, 

January 30, 2009 

Religious Ed Pasta Dinner 

New Yearôs Schedule 2009 

Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God 

Wednesday, December 31, 2008  

5:30PM VIGIL 

Thursday, January 1, 2009  

7:00, 8:00AM, 12:05PM, 5:30PM 

MONDAY  1 Jn 2:3-11, Lk 2:22-35 

 7:00 Steven Koziara 

 8:00 Anne Kenny 

 12:05 Rudolph Napoletano 

TUESDAY  1 Jn 2:12-17, . Lk 2:36-40 

 7:00 Allen Doppke 

 8:00 Joseph Studwell 

 12:05 Matthew Brennan 

WEDNESDAY 1 Jn 2:13-21, Jn 1:1-18 

 7:00 Special Intention 

 8:00 Rae Calzone 

 12:05 Andrea McGuire 

  VIGIL , BLESSED VIRGIN  MARY 

 5:30 Sally OôBrien 

THURSDAY Nm 6:22-27, Lk 2:16-21,  

  BLESSED VIRGIN  MARY 

 7:00 For the Parishioners 

 8:00 Special Intention 

 12:05 Catherine Menghetti 

 5:30 Michael J. Kennedy Family 

FRIDAY  1 Jn 2:22-28, Jn 1:19-28 

 7:00 Edwin Pasha 

 8:00 Edmond, Mary and Richard Collins 

 12:05 Columbia Grieco 

SATURDAY 1 Jn 2: 29-3:6, Jn 1: 29-34 

 8:00 Janet Meringolo 

 4:00 For the Parishioners 

 5:15 Fred Ambrogio 

 7:30 Margarita Gutierrez 

SUNDAY  Is 60:1-6, Mt 2:1-12 

 7:00 Deceased Members Thomas Scully Family 

 9:00 J. T. Turnesa 

 10:30 Rocco Martello 

 12:15 Don Nosal 

 5:15 Special Intention 

MANY THANKS  

Congratulations to all involved in our Music 
Department, especially Marjorie McGovern, 
Jennifer Jenkins, and Rick Tripodi on a 
magnificent Christmas Concert. The church 
was filled and the concert was a 
tremendous success with a great variety of 

talent, including our own Fr. Torres, providing a Christmas 
spirit in a spiritual way. Your hard work and dedication was 
a most loving gift. 

   Msgr. Wissel 

FLOWER DONATIONS 

Parishioners who wish to help defray the 
cost of decorating our Church for 
Christmas may do so in the form of a 
monetary contribution. 

Flower envelopes are available for this 
purpose on the tables in the vestibule of 
the Church. Thank you for your kindness 
and generosity. 



R ELIGIOUS  EDUCATION  

HOLY  FAMILY  OF JESUS, MARY  AND JOSEPH 

Please take note of Religious Education email: 

saintmre@verizon.net 

DECEMBER 21 THRU JANUARY 2, 2009  

NO CLASSESñCHRISTMAS BREAK 

JANUARY  4 SUNDAY 

Kindergarten attend 9:00AM Mass Class begins after the homily 

JANUARY  5 MONDAY 

Level 1 4:15-5:15PM 

Level 3 & 4 5:25-6:25PM  

RCIA 8:00PM ROOM B 

JANUARY  6 TUESDAY 

First Eucharist Class 4:15-5:15PM  

Level 5 & 6 5:25-6:25PM  

Level 7 & 8 6:30-7:30PM 

JANUARY  7 WEDNESDAY 

Grades 7 & 8 Parents Meeting 7:00PM Hitchcock Room 

     REQUIRED 

JANUARY  11 SUNDAY 

Kindergarten attend 9:00AM Mass Class begins after the homily 

JANUARY  12 MONDAY 

Level 1 4:15-5:15PM 

Level 3 & 4 5:25-6:25PM  

RCIA 8:00PM ROOM B 

JANUARY  13 TUESDAY 

First Eucharist Class 4:15-5:15PM  

Level 5 & 6 5:25-6:25PM  

Level 7 & 8 6:30-7:30PM 

JANUARY  14 WEDNESDAY 

First Eucharist Parent & Child Program Hitchcock Room 

Last name begins A-L 6:00-7:00pm 

On Christmas we celebrate God 
becoming human, when the face 

of creation was changed. We 
ponder that great mystery of the 

Incarnation: Jesus is true God and 
truly human. The divine has entered into communion 

with the human in the body and soul of Jesus of Nazareth. 

Christmas is not a single day however, but an entire 
season. Today, the Sunday after Christmas, we ponder 
the Holy Family. What difference does this mystery of the 
Incarnation make for families? Jesus came to bring 
together the children of Israel into a new family, a family 
united not by blood but by faith in him. So in todayôs 
Gospel we see some of the first members of that family. 

Lukeôs Gospel has been called the Gospel of Jesus as 
the compassion of God, the Gospel of prayer, the Gospel 
of the Holy Spirit; we can also think of it as the Gospel of 
family. He first introduces us to Maryôs cousin, Elizabeth, 
and Elizabethôs husband, Zechariah, parents of John the 
Baptist. Then we meet Mary and Joseph. 

Today we meet two other family members, Simeon and 
Anna, not related by blood, but only by faith in the 
promises of the God of Israel. Each sees in the child Jesus 
the glory of Israel and the light for the Gentiles. 

Christmas reminds us that by baptism into Christ we are 
now part of Godôs family. As Godôs family, ñGodôs chosen 
ones,ò as Paul reminded the Colossians (3:62), we are to 
put on heartfelt compassion, kindness, gentleness, and 
patience, bearing with one another and forgiving one 
another. 

   Rev. Msgr. Frank C. Wissel 

SCHOLARSHIP  COMMITTEE 

After twelve years of faithful service, Mr. James 
Loughran has resigned as Chair of the St. Mary 
Scholarship Committee. As a former educator he 
diligently, with a small committee, raised and distributed 
many scholarships to needy St. Mary parishioners. We 
thank him for this great service.  

Mrs. Maryann OôRourke, an educator herself, will be the 
new Chair of the St. Mary Scholarship Committee. 

Please give her your support in this very worthwhile 
mission. 



“The Lord remembers his covenant forever.” 

ANNUAL  DIOCESAN PRO-LIFE MASS 

JANUARY 11, 2009  

Bishop Lori will celebrate a Pro-Life Mass on Sunday, 
January 11, 2009, at 12 noon at Saint Thomas the Apostle 
Parish in Norwalk.  

Please join Bishop Lori and our brothers and sisters 
from parishes and organizations throughout the Diocese 
who will come together to pray, to witness, and to 
encourage the pursuit relative to the overall respect of 
every unborn child. In accord with the God-given 
sacredness and dignity of every human life which begins 
at the moment of conception, it is our obligation and 
privilege to participate in activities that proclaim, support, 
and enhance the basic right to life. Let us come together in 
this most important endeavor. The basic right to life of 
every unborn child must be ensured.  

For more information, please contact the Respect Life 
Ministry at the Catholic Center: Mimi Giannino, 
203.416.1444, or e-mail mgiannino@diobpt.org. 

ROMANCE WITHOUT REGRET 

Jason Evert will give two sessions entitled "Romance 
without Regret" in our Diocese on January 5 and 6, 2009, 
for all parents and teens (8th-12th grade). Jason Evert is 
the author of nine books, including If You Really Loved 
Me, Pure Love, and Theology of the Body for Teens, 
which challenge young people to embrace the virtue of 
chastity. Jason speaks at seminars, participates in 
debates, and responds to thousands of questions about 
Catholicism from people around the world. We are very 
excited to have him back to speak to teens and parents 
about dating and the virtue of chastity. Please encourage 
all youth and parents to attend the appropriate sessions: 

Parent Session: Monday, January 5, 2009 Å 7 p.m.  
  St. Joseph High School, Trumbull  

Teen Session: Tuesday, January 6, 2009 Å 7 p.m.  
  St. Thomas Aquinas School, Fairfield 

This event would be a great addition to confirmation 
classes.  Please contact Jamila Evans, Director of Youth 
Ministry: 416-1441 or e-mail jevans@diobpt.org for 
additional details. 

LECTURE SERIES 

St. Thomas More Church in Darien invites you to a two-
day lecture series, ñRENEWING THE SPIRIT OF 
VATICAN IIò on January 9 and 10, 2009. Our guest 
speaker, Sr. Maureen Sullivan, OP, has a PhD in 
Theology from Fordham University and is currently an 
Associate Professor at St. Anselm College.   

Session 1, ñI Hope You Danceò, 7:30ï9:30pm on Friday, 
January 9. Coffee and dessert will follow. Session 2, ñThe 
Council Looks at the Laityò, 10:30amï12:30pm on 
Saturday, January 10. A light lunch will be provided. 
Session 3, ñThe Council Looks at the Churchò, will follow 
from 1:30ï3:30pm.   

Please call the St. Thomas More Church office 
203.655.3303 to RSVP for the individual sessions you 
would like to attend. There is no charge for these lectures. 
There is more information on our website, 
www.stmdarienct.org. You may also contact Susan 
Russell 203.655.8232 or Kelly Frank 203.655.2445 if you 
have questions. 

EPS CLASSES  

EPS traces the development of Catholic tradition and 
explores the basis of moral theology, in two courses at St. 
Philip Parish, Norwalk. 

The Growth of Catholic Tradition: Medieval through 
Reformation Periods, Wednesdays, January 7ïFebruary 
11, Instructor: Rev. Neil OôConnell, OFM. 

Foundations of Moral Theology, Tuesdays, January 6ï
February 10, Instructor: Rev. Joseph Koterski, 
S.J.,Chairman, Philosophy Depôt, Fordham University. 

Register at epsctprogram@trinitydc.edu or call 
203.847.2363. Classes begin at 7:15PM. EPS relies solely 
on donations.   

DISCERNMENT RETREATé 

With Bishop Lori for College and Young Adult Men. 

A discernment retreat will be held Friday-Sunday, 
January 2-4, 2009, at the St. John Fisher Seminary 
Residence. The retreat is open to young men ages 18-40. 

For more information and to RSVP, please contact Fr. 
Peter Lynch at vocations@HearTheCall.org or call 
203.416.1513. 

WALKING  WITH PURPOSE 

Enabling women to know Christ through Scripture 

Does your life feel out of control?  Do you feel that you 
are doing so many things that you are doing none of them 
well?  When our priorities are out of order, these are the 
feelings that often result.  Come and turn your focus to the 
One who has a purpose for you, who wants you to daily 
experience the joy and contentment that comes from 
knowing you have given your all to what He considers 
most important.  

Please join our Walking with Purpose Bible Study for a 
Connect Coffee on: 

January 6, 2009 

St. Mary Parish 

9:30 ï 11:15 am 
Childcare is provided 

éthis is a good day for newcomers to visit, experience 
what our study is all about, and get to know the members 
of Walking with Purpose.  The morning will include an 
inspirational talk on ñYour Heart.  Seeing yourself through 
the eyes of Godò as well as, small group discussion where 
you have the opportunity to share what you think over a 
cup of coffee. 

For more information, contact Julie Ricciardi at email 
jdhc4@optonline.net / phone: 203.625.5383. 

mailto:epsctprogram@trinitydc.edu
mailto:vocations@hearthecall.org
mailto:jdhc4@optonline.net

